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Drawings 

1. The drawings were received on 5/14/07, These drawings are accepted and approved. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
1. Claims 20-21,25-28 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Per claim 20, prior art does not show per claim 20, prior art does not show at least one 
panel retention device comprising: a substantially U-shaped bracket member fitted over an edge 
of the panel; and a rack and gear mechanism affixed to said bracket member, said rack and gear 
mechanism comprising: a driving gear; a rack member having a foot member attached at one end 
and further having a rack gear engaging said driving gear such that said rack member is linearly 
movable with respect to said bracket member responsive to rotational actuation of said driving 
gear; and ratchet means restricting bidirectional linear motion of said rack member with respect 
to said bracket member, wherein said ratchet means comprises: a row of ratchet teeth on a 
lengthwise side surface of said rack member; and a ratchet arm member engaging the ratchet 
teeth to allow advancement of said rack member in a linear direction in which a foot member 
affixed to one end of said rack member extends outwardly away from said bracket member and 
inhibits retraction of said rack member in the opposing linear direction in combination with other 
claimed limitations. 

Per claim 25, prior art does not show a panel barrier assembly comprising at least one 
panel retention device comprising: a substantially U-shaped bracket member fitted over an edge 
of the panel; and a rack and gear mechanism affixed to said bracket member, said rack and gear 
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mechanism comprising: a driving gear; a rack member having a foot member attached at one end 
and further having a rack gear engaging said driving gear such that said rack member is linearly 
movable with respect to said bracket member responsive to rotational actuation of said driving 
gear; and support bearing means for providing vertical lengthwise bearing support and horizontal 
lengthwise bearing support for said rack member, wherein said support bearing means 
comprises: a vertical bearing guide channel disposed lengthwise along a lateral side of said rack 
member; and a vertical guide member fixedly attached to said bracket and having a guide flange 
engaged into said vertical bearing guide channel in combination with other claimed limitations. 

Per claim 26, prior art does not show a panel barrier assembly comprising at least one 
panel retention device comprising: a substantially U-shaped bracket member fitted over an edge 
of the panel; and a rack and gear mechanism affixed to said bracket member, said rack and gear 
mechanism comprising: a driving gear; a rack member having a foot member attached at one end 
and further having a rack gear engaging said driving gear such that said rack member is linearly 
movable with respect to said bracket member responsive to rotational actuation of said driving 
gear; and support bearing means for providing vertical lengthwise bearing support and horizontal 
lengthwise bearing support for said rack member, wherein said support bearing means 
comprises: a horizontal beating guide channel disposed lengthwise along said rack gear; and a 
horizontal guide member fixedly attached to said bracket and having a guide flange engaged into 
said horizontal bearing guide channel in combination with other claimed limitations. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Phi D A whose telephone number is 571-272-6864. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 

i 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lanna Mai can be reached on 571-272-6867. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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